
Erie County Opiate Epidemic Task Force 

Work Group Monthly Report 

 

Work Group Name: Provider Education 

Work Group Leader:Dr. Gale Burstein 

Work Group Chair: Dr. Gale Burstein, co chair Dr. Paul Updike. 

Work Group Meeting Schedule: 9/6/16 conference call. 9/10 Buprenorphine certification 

training. 

 

Summary of meetings/Activities: 

 Follow up chronic pain management workshops on going monthly hosted by Community 

partners well attended.  

 Dr Updike led Buprenorphine training for 33 MDs @ Catholic Health 9\10\16.  

o Planning to send out survey to assess support needed to prescribe buprenorphine in 

office practice.   

o Tentative plans for additional MD trainings next year.  

o Focus group discussion with NYSDOH/ AIDS Institute for future trainings across NY 

State.   

 Acute pain management guidelines sent out to EC Medical Society for review and 

comments. Medical Society sent out to other local specialty societies to comment. 

 Dr. Burstein coordinating Pediatric/Adolescent Buprenorphine Training and SBIRT training 

with staff from Boston Children's Hospital in Spring, 2017. 

 

Support needed? Continued funding/sponsors for additional Provider education and training.   


